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CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES. 
A very pleasant At-home was given at the 

London Homceopathic Hospital on Thursday 
in last week, including an excellent concert in 
the new Board Room in the Sir Henry Tyler 
wing; the presentation of prizes in the nurses’ 
examinations awarded by the Board of 
Management, by Lady Truscott ; ‘a supper 
served at small tables in the warcl above, which 
was beaut5fully decorated by the ‘nursing staff ; 
and afterwards a dance in the Board Eooni, 
which was cleared for the purpose while supper 
was going on. Miss Hoadley, the Matron, and 
Mr. E. A. Attwood, the Secretary, are greatly 
to be congratulated on the perfection of me 
arrangements, especially when it is remem- 
bered that the new wing was used for the first 
time, and twenty-four hours previously was in 
a condition of chaos. 

Sir George Wyatt Truscott, who responded 
to the vote of thalllrs to  Lady Truscott, said 
that the new wing, when opened in June, 
would nearly double the capacity of the hos- 
pital, We are glad also to  learn that one floor 
of rooms, not cubicles, is to  be set apart for 
private patients. 

The possible nuniber of marks to be gained 
were 600, aiid the prizes were awarclecl as  fol- 
lows :--Second yeur nuyses : 1st prize, l\iliss 
Vick (447 marks) ; 2nd prize, Miss Upton (441). 
First yeur nuyses: 1st; prize, Miss Rickleton 
(545); 2nd prize, Miss Hen-ivrick (543). The 
presentation of the Gold Medal was postponed 
owing ia the final esamination not having 
taken place. 

The production of “ Sweet Lavender ” for 
the patients at the Central London Sick 
Asylum, Cleveland Street, W., on Saturday 
last, by Mr. C. W. Pearson and a gifted cast, 
gave immense pleasure. The part of 
Lavender was charmingly played by Miss IX. 
Hathanmy, and of Clement Hale, the adopted 
son of Mr. Geoffry Wedderburn, by Mr. H. ET. 
Pearce. Mr. Peai*son, as Dick Phenyl, the 
broken-down barrister, caused great amuse- 
ment, his efforts a t  folding the table-cloth 
being greeted with shouts of laughter by the 
women patients present. It is through his 
good offices that after sonie vicissitudes the 
course of true love eventually runs smoothly 
for Clement and Lavender, as well as for other 
actors in the play. At its conclusion three 
hearty cheers were accorded to the performers, 
and on coining before the curtain Mr. Pearson 
received a great ovation. The Matron, Miss 
C. 13. Leigh, who was indefatigable in ensuring 
everyone’s happiness, afternwds entertained 
the visitors to tea. 

A most successful concert was recently given 
in Ward E 5 of tlie Hackney Infirmary, ancl 
patients from other nrarcls came in large nuni- 
bers. Sister Waller, who is in charge of the 
ward, had gathered together n iiuinber of 
ladies and genbleiiien who dolighted t!he 
audience with thcir splendid t:ilent. The 
huniorous songs rendered by Mr. Fielder were 
received with enthusiosin, and the audioncc 
joined in the chorus heartily, v-hilsl tlie Misses 
Harlock and Webster are to be congrntulatecl 
on their clever acconipaniments on n pinno 
kiiidly lent by the Hackney Furnishing Com- 
pany. Refreshments were provided for all the 
patients, and the National Anthem brought a 
most enjoyable evening to a close. 

The nursing staff 01 the General Hospital, 
Croydon, arranged a varied and delightful pro- 
giaiiiine for the benefit of the patients on New 
Year’s Eve, with a little assistance from meni- 
bers of the medical staff, which was 
thoroughly enjopd, not only by the patients, 
but also by the large nuniber of visitors, in- 
cluding Mr. Ian Malcolm, M.P., and 
Mrs. RiIalcolni, Sir Frederick and Lady Eld- 
ridge, and many others. Some very effective 
tableaus were given naniod “ Past and Pre- 
sent,” including a new and an old-time nurse, 
and other contrasts. Sisters M a y  and Mark 
aiicl a nuniber of nurses, with Dr. Atkins and 
Dr. Davidson, all contributed to  its success. 
The last item on the prograninie, a song and 
cliorus, “ There’s a Ring in the Land ” (the 
King of Cadonia) represented by Dr. David- 
son, included a charming group representing 
England, Scotland, Ireland, and Wales in 
national costumes. At the conclusion Sir 
Frederick Eldridge expressed the hearty 
thanks of the patients to  the nurses for the 
charniing, varied, ancl ‘Interesting entertain- 
ment $hey had given them, and, au a nieinber 
of the Committee, said they were proud of 
their nursing staff, who not only did their work 
tlmmughly and well: but also did everything 
they dould to cheer their pathimis. 

The Annual Treat given by Miss Purvis, the 
Lady Superintendent, and the nursing staff of 
the Middlesbrough Nurses’ Home, to  the poor 
children of the town, is always lookecl forward 
to  with keen anticipakion for months before- 
hand. This year, after the children had en- 
joyed a thoroughly substantial meal in the 
crypt of the Town Hall, the gifts from the 
great Christmas trees were distributed by the 
BIarchioness of Zetland, wha afterwards spoko 
a few mords to the assembled children. Miss 
Purvis also saw that chilclren who were unable 
to leave honie were not forgottrn, ~ n i l  spocinl: 
gifts mere reserved for them, 
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